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Supreme Court of New Mexico Consolidated 
Civil Legal Services Fund Grants 

Background 
The Supreme Court of New Mexico has created several funds for civil 

legal services: IOLTA (interest on lawyer’s trust accounts), Pro Hac Vice 
(fee paid by out-of-state lawyers wishing to practice for a short time in 
NM), the ability to make donations via the annual attorney registration 
form, and a suggested contribution in lieu of Pro Bono (volunteer) 
service. 

IOLTA is administered by the Center for Civic Values (CCV). The 
other funds are administered by the State Bar of New Mexico. CCV and 
the State Bar each had its own process and schedule for issuing 
Requests for Proposals (RfPs) and for selecting organizations to receive 
grants. In 2011 the Supreme Court decided that CCV and the State Bar 
would each continue to collect the funds it had always collected, but that 
the Court would make the decision about which organizations should be 
funded and the amount each should receive. 

Access to Justice Commission Grants Committee 
The Court combined all court-ordered funds into the “Consolidated 

Civil Legal Services Fund.” The Court created a “Grants Committee” 
within its Access to Justice Commission (AtJ) to issue RfPs for the 
Court’s funds, receive and score applications, and make a 
recommendation to the full Commission, which in turn would make a 
recommendation to the Court regarding applicants to be funded and 
amounts to be awarded to each applicant. The Court also asked the Civil 
Legal Services Commission to evaluate grants made by the Court and to 
report its findings to the Court so that it could take past performance 
into account when making grant decisions. 

Grants from the Fund will be made annually for one calendar year. 
The Request for Proposals will be issued by the AtJ in the early fall of 
each year, with applications typically due in October, successful 
applicants announced in late November and grants beginning on 
January 1 of the next year. The first round of grants from the 
Consolidated Fund will be made for calendar year 2013. 

A detailed schedule for grants to be awarded for January 1, 2013 thru 
December 31, 2013 is shown on the next page. Note that the Request 
for Proposals will be issued this week and that applicants will have 
about one month to prepare their application. The RfP will be posted on 
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the Supreme Court’s website and notice of the availability of the RfP 
will be widely dessiminated. 

Summary 
1. The Center on Civic Values will no longer receive applications for 

or award grants from IOLTA funds. 
2. The State Bar will no longer receive applications for or award 

“Pro Hac Vice” grants. 
3. All court-ordered funds have been combined into a single 

“Consolidated Civil Legal Services Fund.” 
4. The final decision on organizations to receive grants, and the 

amount of each grant, will be made by the NM Supreme Court 
after receiving a recommendation from the Access to Justice 
Commission. 

5. The Request for Proposals for the first round of grants will be 
issued by the Access to Justice Commission on or about 
September 7, 2012. 

 

 

Date Action 

9/7/12 Access to Justice Grant “Request for Proposals” (application forms and guidelines) for 
period 1/1/2013 thru 12/31/2013 released. 

10/2/12 
Access to Justice Grant applications due to Tina Sibbitt at aoctrs@nmcourts.gov at 
5:00 PM. Late applications will not be accepted. AtJ Grants Committee review 
begins. 

Mid-November  Access to Justice Grants for calendar year 2013 announced by Supreme Court.  

Mid-November to 
Mid-December Contracts with successful applicants negotiated and signed 

1/1/2013 Contracts for period 1/1/2013 thru 12/31/2013 begin. The Request for Proposals for 
calendar year 2014 grants will be released in September, 2013. 
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Consolidated Civil Legal Services 
Fund (IOLTA, Pro Hac Vice, 
Contributions in Lieu of Pro Bono, 
donations for Legal Aid on attorney 
registration form) grants, with 
applications issued and reviewed by 
the Access to Justice Commission and 
final award decisions made by the NM 
Supreme Court

CONSOLIDATED CIVIL LEGAL SERVICES FUND
GRANTS PROCESS AND SCHEDULE

FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
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$250,000

Amount to be announced in RfP

RfP for Consolidated Fund 
Grants issued by AtJ in 

September, 2013, 

The Center for Civic Values will no longer receive applications for or award 
grants from IOLTA funds. After December 31, 2012, IOLTA funds will be 
combined with State Bar funds into the “Consolidated Civil Legal Services Fund” 
and applications will be issued by the Access to Justice Commission.

One time funds only. 

Annual  
RfP’s

$300,000
Other Court funds. Limited to 

recipients of Civil Legal 
Services Fund contracts

The State Bar will no longer receive applications for or award “Pro Hac 
Vice” grants. After December 31, 2012, State Bar funds will be combined 
with IOLTA funds into the “Consolidated Civil Legal Services Fund” and 
applications will be issued by the Access to Justice Commission.
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From 1/1/2012

RFP for Consolidated 
Fund Grants issued by 

the AtJ on 9/7/2012
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